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are told that he (C never reached any good knowledge in the Latin tongue;""* "made no proficiency in any kind of learning/' Against these vague assertions we have to set, first, the fact that he left the University for family reasons before he could have been examined for a degree, which is a very sufficient cause for his not obtaining one. Next, we have the testimony of foreign ambassadors in his later years that he was able to understand spoken Latin, and to reply in the same tongue. Again, it may well be believed that under Dr. Wardens rule, as described above, such a "roystering" student would speedily have been dismissed. On the whole, the account adopted with approval by Noble from Harris's "Life of Cromwell," is probably a fair statement of the truth: " It is far from being improbable that he was fonder of active amusements than of learning; but it is certain that instead of totally neglecting his studies, his tutor, by discovering the bent of his disposition, had address sufficient to persuade him to become a proficient in the Latin language."
Early in the next year (1617) King James visited Hinchin-brook again on his way towards Scotland, to force bishops on a Church described by himself as " the sineerest kirk in the world."'"' He was accompanied by his new favourite, George Villiers, whom cunning courtiers had thrown in his way to draw off the royal affections from the justly detested Somerset. On this occasion, also, Huntingdon saw once more its archdeacon, who was in the royal retinue. But rumours of the law's shameful subserviency to royal caprice in dealing with the villainies of the late favourite and his wicked wife preceded the King everywhere on his progress, and cooled the ardour of loyalty even more than James's arbitrary rule in matters of religion and taxation.
The reception of majesty by the knight of Hinchinbrook must have been much less splendid than on the previous occasion. For the extravagance of the father having been too well imitated by the son, the retention of the great house threatened to become an impossibility.!
* Heath.
f During the revels occasioned by this visit, Heath, relates that the young Oliver displayed the vulgarity of his manners in so offensive a form that his uncle ordered him to be ducked in a horse-pond. By other unfriendly biographers this is said to have taken place during a Christmas festival. Apparently nonecrite, that most abandoned murderer, who having, hv nhnnu ful                ,
